Less Is More: Ditching Mitochondria Saves Hypoxic Cartilage.
In this issue of Developmental Cell, Yao et al. (2019) disrupt mitochondrial respiration in limb skeletal progenitors by conditionally deleting Tfam in the mouse embryo. They discover that not only is mitochondrial respiration dispensable for embryonic cartilage development, but also its elimination obviates the need for Hif1α to promote chondrocyte survival under hypoxia.